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Cyber Attacks: A New Threat for Europe

Brussels, 09.03.2026 [ENA]

Cyber attacks are becoming an increasingly serious concern for European governments, companies and
public institutions. From critical infrastructure to financial systems and public services, digital networks are
facing growing threats from hackers and cybercriminal groups. Experts warn that cybersecurity will
become one of the key challenges for Europe’s stability and economic security.

Cyber attacks have become one of the most significant security challenges facing Europe in the digital age.
Governments, businesses and public institutions are increasingly dependent on digital systems and online
networks for daily operations. However, this growing digitalisation has also created new vulnerabilities that
can be exploited by hackers, cybercriminal organisations and even state-sponsored actors.

In recent years several European countries have reported cyber incidents targeting energy networks,
hospitals, financial institutions and government systems. Such attacks can disrupt services, steal sensitive
data or cause significant economic damage.

Experts warn that cyber threats are evolving rapidly as technologies become more complex and
interconnected. Attacks can originate from organised criminal groups seeking financial gain, but also from
geopolitical actors attempting to destabilise institutions or gather strategic information.

For this reason European governments are investing more resources in cybersecurity, digital resilience and
international cooperation. Strengthening cyber defence systems and improving protection of critical
infrastructure will likely become a central priority for European security and economic stability in the
coming years.
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